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  Announcement: The holy fasting month of Ramadan will start Monday, September 1, in most Arab and Gulf countries as well as North America and European countries. 

"There was no evidence of any person seeing the new crescent today," Saudi Arabia's Judicial Council confirmed in a statement on Saturday, August 30. Therefore, Sunday, August 31, will be the last day of the month of Sha`ban and Ramadan will fall on Monday, September 1, added the council. 
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  Based on calculations, more than 35 countries have announced that the first day of Ramadan will be on Monday, September 1. Click to see the list 

The Astronomical New Moon is on Saturday, August 30, 2008 at 19:58 Universal Time (i.e., 3:58 pm EDT, and 12:58 pm PDT ). This moon is impossible to be seen any where on earth on August 30. On August 31, the moon will be sightable in South America by naked eye, and possibly in South Africa and in Central America if wheather conditions are perfect. It would be very difficult to see in North America on August 31, but it will be visible on Sep 1, Insha-Allah. Therefore, first day of Ramadan (fasting) in North America according to sighting, is expected to be September 2, Insha-Allah. However, according to Saudi Ummul-Qura calendar, Fiqh Council of North America, and European Council for Fatwa and Research, the first day of Ramadan is on Monday, September 1, 2008. 

In UK, the moon may still not be visible on September 1. However, according to a new Fatawa from Deoband, India, the first day of Ramadan in UK could be September 1, if the moon is sighted East of UK on August 31. However, the moon may not be visible in UK by naked eye even on September 1. 


Sighting Reports

August 30, 2008 (Saturday): 

No sighting reports are expected on August 30. However, Nigeria has claimed to see the moon on Saturday. 

Maulana Sultan Alam (MCW member) from Karachi Pakistan reported: Not Seen
I tried to sight the moon in Karachi but not sighted, it was partially cloudy and polluted. On my request, members of personal moon-sighting committees of our institute (Jamia-tur-Rasheed) and my friends tried to sight the moon at 23 places all over Pakistan, but result was nil. Nearly, all reporters are religious scholars. They tried at these places, weather was different at different places :Karachi (at 5 places), Tando-Allah yar, Peshawar, Multan, Pishin, Malakand, Hyderabad, Shorkot, Sargodha, Sheikhopura, Muzaffarabad, Swabi, Badeen, Battal, Abbotabad, Kohat, Quetta. Gujranwala, Mansehrah. 
Note: It was certain that the crescent would not be sighted anywhere in Pakistan tonight because moonset occurred before sunset and conjunction was after nearly 6 hours of sunset. In spite of these facts, we tried to sight the moon only to increase the trust of common people upon the Science of Moon-sighting and because the people becomes confused due to the 29th day according to the Ummul-Qura calendar. 
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August 31, 2008 (Sunday): 

Posted on 31 August @ 20:51, 2008 - Printer Friendly Page - Tell a Friend Seen
Alhamdulillah, we have received the news of the sighting of the moon from the Imam of Darwin Mosque. Therefore, the first day of Ramadan is the Monday, the 1st of September. " 
Benjamin Nitschke & Rina Yoshizawa reported that Australia's National Imams Council (ANIC) has announced the Hilal has been Seen
It was sighted in Perth & Darwin. 

Engr Manzoor A Mian from Melbourne Australia reported: Not Seen
The moon was not sighted in Melbourne today 31st Aug 2008 Sunday evening due to cloudy weather. Sky was clear Just before sighting then cloud appear and disappear during sighting time. However it was sighted in Darwin (Capital City Northern Territory of Australia) according to some evidence. Here are views of Ayn Academy. 
“The crescent was not sighted in any other location, but there was a report of a sighting in Darwin. Australian ‘Ulama have decided to accept a sighting report from Darwin. ‘Ayn Academy along with Al-Ghazzali Centre disagrees with this sighting report on the basis of opposing scientific and jurisprudential facts. However, according to a majority of Australian 'Ulama', 1st of Ramadhan commences on Monday 1st of September 2008. …Ayn Academy Adelaid” 

Dr. Shabbir Ahmed (MCW member) Imam of Rooty Hill Mosque Sydney Australia reported: Seen
The Hilaal has not been sighted in all of the major states of Australia except Darwin by the evidence of Br. Abshar Mohammad and Br. Kamaluddeen. From the astronomical point of view, there was an extremely slim possibility for the moon to be sighted in all states, including Darwin, but as the coordinator of the Moonsighting Committee of Australia, I have spoken to Br. Abshar and Br. Kamal concerning their confirmation in the sighting of the moon and they both admitted to obtain the responsibility of being the evidence of this sighting. Also, I was informed by other resources that these brothers are of full authenticity. I thereafter discussed this concern with the following Scholars: 

· Mufti Obaidullah -Melbourne 
· Mufti Muneeb - Melbourne 

· Sheikh Gulam Ali - Melbourne 

· Mufti Naeem Ali -Sydney 

· Mufti Amjad Iqbal -Sydney 

· Sheikh Shamim -Sydney 

· Sheikh Adam -Darwin 

· Sheikh Ridwan -Sydney 

· Sheikh Ozair - QLD 

· Sheikh Imran - Gold Coast 

All these scholars agreed upon accepting this sighting of the moon. Therefore, I declared that the first day of the month of Ramadaan would be on the 1st of September, 2008. 
Mr. Ahmad I. Adjie (MCW member) from Bandung Indonesia reported: Seen
Alhamdulillah our team led by MCW member Ahmad I.Adjie from Bandung has seen the hilal today after maghrib, sunday 31st August 2008 at SRAU beach, East Java near Pacitan city. Therefore for those who follow moonsighting at Maghrib way in Indonesia, the 1st of Ramadhan will be on Monday, 1st September. 

Engr. Azizul Huq (MCW member) from Dhaka Bangladesh reported: Not Seen
Clear skies-Not Seen with Naked Eye and Binoculars. 

ABM Ruhul Hassan (MCW member) from Dhaka Bangladesh reported: Not Seen
Moon is not sighted in anywhere in Bangladesh. Though sky was very clear in many places. Ruiati Hilal Majlish as well as Islamic Foundation Bangladesh have announced the first day of ramadan in Bangladesh from 2nd september. 

Maulana Sultan Alam (MCW member) from Karachi Pakistan reported: Not Seen
I tried to sight the moon in Karachi with 2 persons, but not sighted, it was partially cloudy and polluted. On my request, members of personal moon-sighting committees of our institute (Jamia-tur-Rasheed) and my friends tried to sight the moon at 30 places all over Pakistan, but result was nill. Nearly, all reporters are religious scholars. They tried at these places, weather was almost clear:Karachi (at 9 places), Tando-Allah yar, Lakki Marwat, Bannu, Meerali, Peshawar, Miranshah, Multan, Pishin, Iskardo, Malakand, Hyderabad, Shorkot, Sargodha, Sheikhopura, Muzaffarabad, Akora-Khatak, Badeen, Battal, Abbotabad, Lahore, Kohat. 

Hamza Rijaal (MCW member) from Island of Zanzibar Tanzania reported: Not Seen
It is almost 35 minutes after sunset on August 31, in the Island of Zanzibar with a group of Muslim Brothers. We failed to sight the Hilal as the weather was very cloudy, however I am waiting the results from other regions. 

Goolam Tegally (MCW member) from Port Louis Mauritius reported: Not Seen
Hilal was NOT sighted this evening Sunday 31st August in Mauritius, despite clear sky. Hence, we will start Ramadhan on Tuesday 2nd September. 

Hussain Khushaish (MCW member) from Khaiam Lebanon reported: Not Seen
In Khaiam town in south Lebanon at ahieght of 750 m above see level on Sun 31 Aug 2008 I could not see the Crescent even with 20*60 binocular. Venus was seen easily; also jupiter was seen easily at sunset time. The western horizon was cloudy upto 5 degrees. 

Rashid Motala (MCW member) from Durban S. Africa reported: Seen
The Hilaal for Ramadaan was sighted this evening at Waterval in Johannesburg. A group of Islamic teachers/students comprise the sighting committee at the institution where the sighting took place. They look regularly every month for the moon, and their sighting reports are reliable. Many parts of the country including Durban were overcast/raining. 

Dr. Abdurrazak Ebrahim (MCW member) from Cape Town S. Africa reported: Not Seen
I did not see the crescent from my sighting station at Green Point lighthouse in Cape Town. Observers at Cape Town Signal Hill and Bakoven did not see the moon. The field of vision was clear and no crescent sighted with a 525x magnification lunarscope and a 20x50 binoculars. You may see the fumes emanating from this email. 
However, The Muslim Judicial Council officially announced that the 1st Ramadaan will correspond to 1st September 2008. They received a sighting claim from Johannesburg. No details of the claimed Johannesburg sighting is available from the authorities. 

Muhammed Yasin Qamardeen (MCW member) from Ilorin Nigeria reported: Not Seen
I tried to observe the New Hilal of Ramadan here, around Abeokuta express Road, Mangoro, Agege Lagos, however due to cloudy sky the new hilal was not visible. Besides, report from different location such brother Nurudeen Miftaudeen and Rasheed Abdul kareem (Lagos), Sister Toyyibah Akewushola (Ogba Ikeja) and Lajinatul Hilal (Ilorin Kwara state)indicated negative sighting. 

Jamal Mimouni, President Sirius Astronomy Association from Algeria reported: Seen
The announcement of the National Crescent Committee in Algeria as read on national TV stated that the crescent was seen today Sunday 31 August (29 of Chaabane) from three locations in Algeria: the Wilayates of Tlemcen, Constantine and Bordj Bou Arreridj. On this basis and the fact that the crescent was also reported seen in Malaysia and South Africa, tomorrow Monday 1st of September will be the first of Ramadhan. 

Imran Mushtaq from Oslo, Norway reported: Not Seen
but Officially announced
Cloudy in Oslo-Norway today. Islamic Council of Norway have officially declared 01.09.1429 on Monday 01.09.08. Ramadan mubarak. 

Muhammad Afifi al-Akiti (MCW member) from Oxford UK reported: Not Seen but Seen in Other Areas
Negative sighting. A group of us attempted to perform the obligatory sighting of Ramadan after Maghrib on Sunday 31st August (the 29th day of Sha'ban for the UK). Unfortunately, the horizon is completely overcast. We received news of positive sightings to the East of the UK from Indonesia as well as South Africa. This news, despite not being able to sight locally in the UK, makes it sufficient for those in the UK to begin the month of Ramadan tomorrow, on Monday the 1st of September (beginning from today's Maghrib) by following the basic rule [dabit] in Islamic Law in this matter that whenever it is known that the crescent has been positively sighted in the East, local sighting inevitably follows, but not the other way round. Ramadan Karim! 
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September 1, 2008 (Monday): 



Moon sighting has always been a controversial issue among Muslim countries, and even scholars seem at odds over the issue. 
While one group of scholars sees that Muslims in other regions and countries are to follow the same moon sighting as long as these countries share one part of the night, another states that Muslims everywhere should abide by the lunar calendar of Saudi Arabia. 

A third, however, disputes both views, arguing that the authority in charge of ascertaining the sighting of the moon in a given country announces the sighting of the new moon, then Muslims in the country should all abide by this. 

OFFICIAL 1st Day of Ramadan in Different Countries

August 31, 2008 (Sunday): 

1. Libya (Based on Calculations - Conjuction before dawn) 

2. Nigeria (Northern) Based on Sighting Claim 

September 1, 2008 (Monday) - Based on calculations: 

1. Algeria 

2. Australia (also based on actual sighting in Perth and Darwin) 

3. Austria 

4. Azerbaijan 

5. Bahrain 

6. Belgium 

7. Bosnia 

8. Bulgaria 

9. Canada 

10. Croatia 

11. Czech Republic 

12. Djibuti 

13. Egypt 

14. France 

15. Germany 

16. Indonesia - all groups 

17. Iraq (Sunnis) 

18. Kazakhstan 

19. Kenya 

20. Kirghizstan 

21. Kosovo 

22. Kuwait 

23. Lebanon 

24. Macedonia 

25. Maldives 

26. Mexico 

27. Montenegro 

28. Netherlands 

29. Nigeria (Souther) 

30. Norway 

31. Palestine 

32. Philippines 

33. Qatar 

34. Romania 

35. Russia 

36. Saudi Arabia 

37. Serbia 

38. Slovakia 

39. Slovenia 

40. Sudan 

41. Syria 

42. Singapore 

43. Slovenia 

44. Tunisia 

45. Turkey 

46. Ukraine 

47. United Arab Emirates 

48. UK 

49. USA (ISNA) 

50. Uzbekistan 

51. Yemen 

Expected Announcement for September 2, 2008 (Tuesday): 

1. Bangladesh 

2. Brunei Darussalam (non-sighting on August 31) 

3. India 

4. Mauritius 

5. Morocco 

6. Pakistan 





Back to Top 
